Snow leopards are powerful wild cats that live in the cold
mountain regions of Central and South Asia. Their pale,
spotted fur helps them blend into rocky slopes, while their
thick coat keeps them warm. Wide paws help them move
across snow, and a long tail provides balance on steep ground.

Snow leopards usually hunt alone. They quietly approach prey

Because they are difficult to spot, these cats are sometimes

called the "ghosts of the mountains.” Their survival depends

on healthy mountain habitats and enough prey.

1. Where do snow leopards live?
A. Tropical forests

B. High mountain regions

C. Open grasslands

D. Coastal wetlands

§ MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS

2. What helps a snow leopard stay warm?

C. Thick fur

D. Small paws
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A. Thin skin
B. Short legs
)

such as wild sheep, goats, and smaller mountain animals. §
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3. Why is the snow leopard's tail useful?
A. It helps with balance

B. It stores food

C. It attracts birds

D. It digs tunnels

SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS

4. How does a snow leopard's coat help it survive?
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5. Why are snow leopards difficult to spot?
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Match each word with its meaning.

Habitat A. An animal hunted by another animal
Camouflage B. A place where an animal lives
Predator C. An animal that hunts other animals
Prey D. Colors or patterns that help an animal blend in

TRUE OR FALSE

Snow leopards live mainly in high mountain environments.[ L \

Their spotted coats can help them hide. p;]

ale
e QU7
5 ot
‘\. "

Snow leopards mainly eat plants.| ] g

Their wide paws help them travel over snowy ground.
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Use the word bank to complete the sentences. ;‘"

Word Bank: mountains « fur - tail - prey *+ camouflage

1.Snow leopards live in high

2. Their thick helps protect them from cold
weather.

slopes.

4.Snow leopards use to blend into their
surroundings.

5.Animals hunted by snow leopards are called

MAIN IDEA

Snow leopards have special adaptations that help them survive in

§ 3.A long helps the animal balance on steep

harsh mountain environments.

é Write two supporting details from the passage e N7 g
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Match the adaptation with its purpose: y

Choices:
helps with balance - provides warmth - supports movement in
snow * helps with camouflage - helps with climbing and leaping

e Thick fur —
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e Wide paws —
e Long tail — PRI L
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e Spotted coat —

e Powerful legs —

SNOW LEOPARD FACTS ACTIiVITY

Complete the activity using facts from the passage and your
science knowledge.

1. Scientific name:
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3. Name two animals a snow leopard may eat:

and

4. Write one snow leopard adaptation:
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5. Why are snow leopards important to mountain ecosystems?

Write interesting facts about snow leopards that you would like
to share with a classmate.
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