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How Children Learned Everyday 
Skills

Native American Reading Comprehension Passage

Long before modern schools existed, Native American 
children learned many everyday skills by watching, 
listening, and helping their families. Every Native 
American Nation had its own traditions and ways of 
teaching, but many children gained knowledge through 
hands-on experiences, storytelling, and guidance from 
parents, grandparents, elders, and other community 
members.

Children often helped with daily tasks at an early age. 
Depending on where they lived, they learned to gather 
food, care for gardens, fish, hunt, cook, weave baskets, 
make pottery, sew clothing, or build tools. These 
activities were more than chores—they helped children 
become confident, responsible, and prepared to 
contribute to their families and communities.
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Learning was based on observation and practice. Adults 
demonstrated important skills, and children gradually 
learned by participating. Elders also shared stories that 
taught honesty, kindness, courage, respect, and 
responsibility. These lessons helped children develop 
strong character as well as practical skills for everyday 
life.

Play was another important way children learned. 
Traditional games encouraged teamwork, problem-solving, 
balance, and physical activity. Through games and outdoor 
experiences, children practiced skills they would use as 
they grew older while also strengthening friendships 
within their community.

Today, many Native American families and tribal 
communities continue to teach traditional skills through 
cultural programs, language classes, craft workshops, 
storytelling events, and seasonal celebrations. These 
traditions help preserve Native American cultures while 
connecting younger generations with their history and 
heritage.
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Use the passage to define each word.

1. Observation:

 _______________________________ 

2. Guidance:

 ________________________________

 
3. Responsibility:

 ________________________________

4. Community:

 ________________________________ 

5. Heritage:

 __________________________________

Vocabulary

https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/
https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/
https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/
https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/
https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/
https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/
https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/
https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/
https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/


Visit https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/ For More Worksheets
4

1. How did many Native American children learn 
everyday skills?

A. Only by reading books
B. By watching, listening, practicing, and helping family 
members
C. Only through written tests
D. By traveling to other countries

2. Which activity is mentioned in the passage?

A. Driving cars
B. Building computers
C. Weaving baskets and making pottery
D. Flying airplanes

3. What did elders often teach through stories?

A. Only farming techniques
B. Values such as honesty, respect, and responsibility
C. Foreign languages only
D. How to build cities

Multiple - Choice Questions
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4. Why were traditional games important?

A. They helped children practice teamwork and 
problem-solving.
B. They replaced all daily work.
C. They were only for adults.
D. They were played only during winter.

5. What is the main idea of the passage?

A. Native American children learned practical skills 
and important values through family, community, and 
experience.
B. Children only learned by reading books.
C. Schools taught every Native American child.
D. Traditional skills are no longer taught today.

Short - Answer Questions

1. Name three everyday skills Native American children 
learned.
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2. Why was learning by observation important?

3. What values did elders teach through storytelling?

4. How do many Native American communities continue 
teaching traditional skills today?
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Context Clues

1. Adults provided guidance as children practiced new 
skills.

The word guidance means:
A. Helpful advice and instruction
B. A type of food
C. A building material
D. A musical instrument

2. Children learned responsibility by helping their families.

The word responsibility means:
A. Ignoring work
B. A duty or job that someone is expected to do
C. Taking a vacation
D. Playing games all day
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Main Idea & Supporting Details

Main Idea

What is the passage mostly about?

Supporting Detail #1

Supporting Detail #2
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Inference Question

Why do you think learning everyday skills at a young age 
helped Native American children prepare for adulthood?

Write one fact from the passage that explains how 
children learned through experience.

Text Evidence
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Critical Thinking

What is one everyday skill you have learned from a 
family member, teacher, or another trusted adult? How 
did they teach you?
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Answer Key
Vocabulary (Sample Answers)
1. Observation – learning by carefully watching others. 
2. Guidance – help, advice, or instruction from someone with experience. 
3. Responsibility – a duty or task someone is expected to complete. 
4. Community – a group of people who live or work together. 
5. Heritage – the traditions, history, and culture passed from one generation to the next. 

Multiple Choice Answers
1. B 
2. C 
3. B 
4. A 
5. A 

Sample Short Answers
1. Students may answer: gathering food, gardening, fishing, hunting, cooking, weaving baskets, 
making pottery, sewing clothing, or building tools.
2. Children learned by watching experienced adults and practicing the skills themselves.
3. Honesty, kindness, courage, respect, and responsibility.
4. Through cultural programs, storytelling events, language classes, craft workshops, and seasonal 
celebrations.

Main Idea (Sample)
Native American children learned practical life skills and important values through family, observation, 
storytelling, and hands-on experiences.

Supporting Details (Sample)
• Children practiced everyday tasks by helping their families. 
• Elders taught important life lessons through stories. 

Inference (Sample)
Learning practical skills early helped children become responsible, confident, and prepared to support 
their families and communities.

Text Evidence (Sample)
"Adults demonstrated important skills, and children gradually learned by participating."

Critical Thinking (Sample)
Answers will vary. Students should describe a real-life skill and explain how someone taught it through 
practice, observation, or instruction.

Visit https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/ For More Worksheets

https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/
https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/
https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/
https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/
https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/
https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/
https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/
https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/
https://www.besthomeschool4me.com/

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11

